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Note from the Cinnamongirl Executive Director

It is with tremendous appreciation and great respect for the support of the CGI
community that the Cinnamongirls are blossoming into amazing young women. I am
thrilled at the burgeoning relationships with the many strong, confident women who
have taken time to speak with our girls. We are honored by the involvement in CGI
by an increasing number of phenomenal women such as Congresswoman Barbara
Lee and Susan L. Taylor, who have kindly taken time for CGI in conjunction with
Barnes & Noble events in Oakland.

Community events like these are wonderful for CGI, introducing us to new friends.
We welcome these kinds of partnerships, are thankful for these fabulous opportuni-
ties, and look forward to what fantastic things are to come for our girls. These occa-
sions are examples of Six Degrees of CGI in action. Who do you know that might be
a great speaker, friend, or advocate for the CGI? We are always looking for great
people to work with the organization if only for an afternoon. Please consider open-
i e girls time with amazing men and
rough such conversations and expe-
ered!
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UC Berkeley proved to be a wonderful experi-
ence for the Ci d on March 7th, younger Cinnamongirls attended
multiple dialogues on peer pressure, nutrition, time management. CGI appreciates
the positive, ongoing relationship with the Alameda-Contra Costa Chapter of The
Links, Inc. and looks forward attending and partnering on to future events.




congresswoman Barbara Lee & Cinnamongirl

Congresswoman Barbara Lee is a remarkable woman and inspiring
role model with a touching story rooted in the Bay Area. It is an honor
to have Lee’s continued support, and we are thrilled about the success
of her book signing at Barnes & Noble on March 29th. The event drew
a large and excited crowd. Lee spoke at length about her mentor,
Shirley Chisholm, the first African-American woman elected to
Congress. We look forward to future events with Lee. Barbara Lee’s
autobiography is entitled: Renegade for Peace and Justice, Congress-
woman Barbara Lee Speaks for Me.

susan L. Taylor Vvisits with the Cinnamongirls

Susan L. Taylor is an extraordinary woman. As Editor-in-Chief for
Essence Magazine for many years, Ms. Taylor's media leadership
and inspirational column made her a household name and role
model for women of color across the country. Taylor spoke with
the Cinnamongirls and women from across the Bay Area about
empowering themselves,
living victorious lives, and
encouraging more women to
~ be mentors and to volunteer
U with mentoring organiza-
tions. It was a great experi-
ence for CGI, and we look forward to continuing
our relationship with Taylor and women like her.
Susan L. Taylor’s latest book is All About Love,
Favorite Selections from In the Spirit on Living
Fearlessly.
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Susan L. Taylor and Cinnamongirls

A Conversation with Alresa Browning

Our March “Conversations with Extraordinary People” speaker Alresa Browning led a
terrific, interactive meeting. A young entrepreneur, Browning owns Cloud 9 and The
Brow Lounge in Oakland. The Cinnamongirls learned the importance of integrity,
education, self-esteem and focus when it comes to running a
business. They were impressed with the creative indepen-
dence that comes along with the entrepreneurial lifestyle,
gaining a well-rounded understanding of what it takes to be
your own boss and bring an idea to fruition and profitability.
Alresa’s talk was very enlightening. The next Conversations
event will be held in April, focusing on moving past failures
on the road to success. If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in speaking to the Cinnamongirls about their “extraor-
dinary” experiences in a Q&A format, please contact the CGI
office.
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Cinnamongirl Bill of Rights

I have the right ... I have the right ...

to be a unique individual. to love myself and to be loved.

I have the right ... I have the right ...

to my own dreams, opinions and ideas. to kn%w myself as sacred and to insist that I be treated as
sacred.

I have the right ...
I have the right ...

to choose the experiences that are right for my

life; I have the right to plan and pursue my future. to express my intelligence, boldness and pride.

I have the right ... I have the right ...

to explore this world and all that it has to offer. to opportunity.

I have the right ... I have the right ...

to ask questions, make decisions, take risks and to see the beauty in me.
make mistakes.

6° of CGI: submit your Nominations For Honorary Cinnamongirls

CGI coaches its girls how to reach out and be a part of the world around them; to dream big and find the sup-
port and paths to reach their goals. If there is someone whose work, passion and success has inspired you,
please consider introducing them to us via 6° of CGI.

What is 6° of CGI? How many phone calls would it take for you to reach Oprah or Nelson Mandela? Six. The
theory is that no more than six people separate, and connect, each person on the planet. 6° of CGI is a our
way to connect the Cinnamongirls to people who are making their mark in the Bay Area, the country, and all
over the world.

For 6° of CGI to work, we ask you, our supporters, to tap into your networks and connect the extraordinary
people you already know to the Cinnamonagirls.

Please send your recommendations to: 6° of CGI, Cinnamongirl, Inc. P.O. Box 27297, Oakland, CA 94602; or
by email to info@cinnamongirl.org.




