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About Cinnamongirl, Inc.
Cinnamongirl, Inc. strives to 
empower and inspire girls of color to
realize their highest personal and
professional aspirations through lead-
ership, self-esteem building activities, 
cultural enrichment opportunities, 
and career development programs. 
Cinnamongirls develop into proud, 
confident, courageous women, who 
achieve excellence in all facets of 
their lives.

The Cinnamongirl, Inc. program 
complements the education the 
participants receive in school. Each 
month, the program focuses on activi-
ties and mentoring in three main 
areas: Empowerment, Enrichment,
and Relationship Building.
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Globetrotting With The Passport Literature Club
With the desire to cultivate reading and critical thinking among the Cinnamongirls, 
a remarkable mentor, Lenore Harris, initiated CGI’s first literature club in 2008. 
The inaugural book, The Secret Lives of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, was comple-
mented by a screening of the film.  Both the book and film inspired dynamic, 
thoughtful group discussions. The club also read Paulo Coelho’s highly-acclaimed 
book, The Alchemist.  

Today, the club has a name:  The Passport Literature Club (Passport). The girls will 
be introduced to diverse writers from North America, Latin America, Africa and 
Asia and watch films and plays that reinforce the values of the Cinnamongirl 
program. This year, the selected books focus on leadership from a global perspec-
tive and include works by notable leaders like Nelson Mandela. Passport will 
provide the girls with unique opportunities to relate to the world around them with 
greater insight and perspective. Participation is voluntary; however, we highly 
encourage all girls to take full advantage of the unique experience Passport has to 
offer.  
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2008/2009 class of Cinnamongirls read poetry at the tea

For CGI, developing strong, confident, and courageous women also means becom-
ing financially-savvy young ladies. In October, 2009, we launched the Cinnamongirl 
Investment Club, a six part financial and investment education program made 
possible by the generosity of Progress Investment Management Company based in 
San Francisco. The girls will learn the basics of spending and saving, the benefits 
and pitfalls of credit cards, and the proper use and function of checking and savings 
accounts. They will also gain understanding of investment fundamentals and 
principles, financial markets and instruments as well as asset classes and sub-
strategies. Best of all, the girls will use their new knowledge and skills to manage 
the growth of the CGI Scholarship Fund. CGI sincerely thanks Mona Williams, Execu-
tive Vice President of Marketing and Client Services at Progress Investment Manage-
ment company, for making this experience possible for the Cinnamongirls.

Lenore Harris is not only the coordinator of CGI’s Passport Literature Club, she also 
teaches English at the college level and is a self-described “book geek.” She is also 
an author, who has recently had an excerpt from her novel-in-progress published in 
the 2009 San Francisco Writers Conference Anthology. 
 
Lenore has always worked extensively with young people as a volunteer and as an 
employee with non-profits. She had been acquainted with CGI through fundraisers 
for many years and noticed the growth in the girls each year. However, becoming a 
mentor has allowed her to be involved in the Cinnamongirls’ growth on a more 
meaningful level. According to Lenore, “It has been inspiring! The Cinnamongirls are 
passionate and imaginative and so full of possibilities. They are exciting to be 
around because they are full of surprises.” She says that being a Cinnamongirl 
mentor always reminds her how important it is to follow your dreams. To find out 
more about mentoring and other great ways you can support Cinnamongirl, please 
visit our Wish List at www.cinnamongirl.org 

Spotlight On: Lenore Harris

Cinnamongirls Invest in Their Future



3www.cinnamongirl.org

Donors and Sponsors
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Volunteer Administrative Assistance
  Kathie Howe, Brenda Lee, Carle Richard
College Intern
  Alanah Joseph 
Publicity & Marketing
  Sarah Kidder
Program Development
  Renée Richard 
Grant Writing
  Marva Wilkins
Program Manager
  Christyl Wilson
Graphic Design
  Michael Eng, Sarah Kidder

CGI Support Team

College Success Series
Preparing for the Admissions Process
Wednesday, September 23rd

UNCF 25th Annual Walk for Education
Saturday, September 26th

Cinnamongirl Empowerment Retreat
Friday, October 2nd – Sunday, October 4th 

Cinnamongirl Investment Club 
Part 1: The Basics. 
Saturday, October 10th

Passport Book Club: 
Saturday, October 17th 

Cinnamongirl Investment Club
Part 2: Fundamentals of Investing. 
Saturday, November 14th 

Madly In Love with Me
Saturday, November, 21st

The Cinnamongirls have a BIG year ahead. Here’s a small peek into activities we’ve enjoyed 
so far…with more to come!

Fall Highlights

The CGI Fourth Annual Ladies Tea on 
Sunday, June 28th, at the Claremont 
Country Club in Oakland was an inspira-
tion and a success. Over 175 guests 
celebrated the fifth anniversary of the 
organization and the people, who have 
helped Cinnamongirl Inc. continue to be 
a valuable program and resource in the 
community. The afternoon tea and 
delicious treats were complemented by 
spoken word, recongnition of our gradu-
ating seniors and presentation of schol-
arships for each, and a special tribute 
honoring the CGI mentors. Save the 
date for next year’s tea, April 25, 2010! We are looking forward to celebrating another 
phenomenal year with Cinnamongirl friends and family.  The success of this year’s 
Ladies Tea was made possible by the generosity of many supporters and volunteers. 
A heartfelt “Thank You” to all.

This summer, I had the opportunity to intern for Congresswoman Barbara Lee at her 
district office in Oakland.  I met an array of people including Casey Payton, a wonderful 
staffer I partnered with during the internship.  Casey and I were responsible for the 
scheduling of the Congresswoman’s events; her busy calendar is amazing. I organized 
her invitations and responded to them on her behalf. One exciting project I worked on 
was preparing Congresswoman Lee’s folder. When she is in town and has different 
events to attend, she receives a folder that fully briefs her on the events of the day. I 
was excited to know that something I prepared would be seen directly by the 

Congresswoman! 

Congresswoman Lee is dedicated to serving her 
community. Her office holds regular community 
meetings to educate people in her district about 
key issues and providing them with support. The 
other interns and I answered phones and assisted 
constituents with their questions. Without support, 
many would not be able to survive and thrive. This 
internship gave me more perspective about how 
important it is to help people within my own 
community. I want to thank Cinnamongirl for help-
ing to make this experience possible. If you ever 
have an opportunity like this, do not allow 
anything to hinder your vision for success.

Note: In addition to representing the 9th Congressional district, which encompasses 
most of Alameda County, Congresswoman Lee was sworn in this year as Chairman of 
the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) 
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Ta’Lynn and Rep. Barbara Lee
meet at Lee’s book signing

2009/2010 Program Manager Chistyl Wilson
and friend enjoying “a spot of tea.” 

Tea Time: Cinnamongirl’s Fourth Annual Ladies Tea

My Summer as a Congressional Intern
by Ta’Lynn Mitchell

Cinnamongirl's
Fourth Annual Ladies Tea

was a wonderful success thanks to
the generosity of our event sponsors.

Rosemary Sponsors 
Siebert Brandford Shank & Co.

Mona Williams

Thyme Sponsors 
Alta Alliance Bank

Dr. and Mrs. Chris Threatt
Williams, Adley & Company LLP.

Sage Sponsor
Linen Life Gallery



developing proud, confident, courageous women!

Post Office Box 27297, Oakland, CA 94602

I have the right …

to be a unique individual.

I have the right …

to my own dreams, opinions and ideas.

I have the right …

to choose the experiences that are right for my 
life; I have the right to plan and pursue my future.

I have the right …

to explore this world and all that it has to offer.

I have the right …

to ask questions, make decisions, take risks and 
make mistakes.

I have the right …

to love myself and to be loved.

I have the right …

to know myself as sacred and to insist that I be treated as 
sacred.

I have the right …

to express my intelligence, boldness and pride.

I have the right …

to opportunity.

I have the right …

to see the beauty in me.

-
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Cinnamongirl Bill of Rights

Six Degrees (6°) of Cinnamongirl
CGI coaches its girls how to reach out and be a part of the world around them, to dream big and find the sup-
port and paths to reach their goals.  If there is someone whose work, passion, and success have inspired you, 
please consider introducing them to us via 6˚ of CGI.

What is 6˚ of CGI?  How many phone calls would it take for you to reach Oprah or Nelson Mandela?  Six.  The 
theory is that no more than six people separate, and connect, each person on the planet.  6˚ of CGI is our way 
to connect the Cinnamongirls to inspirational people in the Bay Area, the country, and all over the world.

For 6˚ of CGI to work, we ask you, our supporters, to tap into your networks and connect the extraordinary 
people you already know to the Cinnamongirls.

Please send any information and contacts to: Cinnamongirl, Inc. P.O. Box 27297, Oakland, CA 94602; or by 
email to info@cinnamongirl.org.


